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Session Objectives
At the end of the session, you will be able to
• Differentiate the various content types based on your research needs
• Discover relevant related resources from the Author record page
• Use the Word Variants feature for language history researches
• Evaluate and refine the search results

Different Content Types
for different research needs

4

Literature Online (LION)
The Vision
• Growing resource for
All aspects of literary research and teaching
• Depth and quality of the material to
Cover every topic with confidence.
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Different needs for different levels of users
NEEDS

SOLUTIONS

Scholarly researchers—graduate level & faculty—
need to perform powerful philology and history
of language researches on the evolution of texts,
words, or concepts across centuries

Trace word usage and frequency over a vast corpus
of highly textually accurate works; find all plays
featuring Medea; trace changes in poetic sentiment
over time to the fly; explore the implications of the
use of “thou” and “you” in Renaissance texts.

Undergraduate researchers need fast access to
easy overviews of writers and their works, of
literary movements and periods, and experience
the impact of live poetry and drama performances

They will benefit from a large collection of
reference resources, encyclopedias, biographies
and bibliographies as well as multimedia content
that engages their attention

Librarians need to perform researches for
their patrons over authoritative scholarly journals
for relevant criticism research and reviews over
authors, their literary productions, or periods
and movements

Access to a vast repertoire of criticism literature
and over 450 Full Text Journals will provide
contextual insights into the latest research
achievements on classic and modern writers
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LION Core Collection
• Primary Works

• A library of over 350,000 primary works of poetry,
drama and prose dating from the 8th Century to
the present day represent the essential canon of
Anglophone Western Literature

• Criticism resources
• Essential Reference content
• Audio and video material

• Used by literary scholars all over the world on a
daily basis for all aspects of literary research and
teaching

Primary Works: authoritative, accurate keying process
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Primary works – Multimedia Contents
BBC Arkangel Shakespeare

All 38 of Shakespeare's Plays in dramatized Audio recordings
Shakespeare Audio Plays brings all of the Bard’s works to life in fully dramatised, unabridged
versions.
“A rhapsody of words, assembled for the ear. This venture marries scholarship and accessibility
on an unmatched scale. The real strength lies in the astonishing intimacy offered by a sound
recording.” The New York Times

Primary works – Multimedia Contents
Poets on Screen:
A multimedia database of over 900 video
recordings of poets reading their own and
other’s works
specially commissioned clips of poets reading
and discussing their own and others works

multi-media content creates a
stimulating teaching resource that
offers a unique opportunity to
hear major authors reading and
discussing works.

Poems read by Tom Paulin,
Patience Agbabi, Margaret
Atwood, Benjamin Zephaniah,
Susan Howe, Jayne Cortez and
many others

Criticism and Reference Content
• Comprehensive library of literary
criticism, all of recognised academic
quality and scholarly value.

MHRA’s Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature (ABELL)
index of articles, monographs and dissertations from 1920 to present

• Literary works from top literary journals bring
you the latest contemporary writing in English
from authors worldwide.

430+ current Literary Scholarly Journals in Full-Text,
many with images
Backfile extends back to late 1980s in some cases
Dictionaries: Oxford, Shakespeare Glossary

• Biographies and other reference material

help place authors in context and to follow up
connections with other authors and themes.

Encyclopedias: Princeton Poetics, COD Literary Terms
6,000 Biographies + 1,500 Bibliographies
230 KnowledgeNotes – Study Guides for core texts
38 volumes of New Essays on the American Novel
200+ volumes Companions to Literature series (CUP)
More texts from CUP, OUP, Princeton UP, Routledge etc

Literature Online Premium - the concept
LION Premium

BLACK WRITING WORLD LITERATURE
COLLECTION
COLLECTION

LION
Core Collection
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Introducing Black Writing Collection
• The most inclusive library of Black Writing ever assembled – over 60,000 poems, plays,
prose works, ephemera and fugitive texts by over 4,000 authors from more than 50
countries – the most important as well as the most forgotten voices.
• Over 500,000 pages of out of print and in demand literature covering every facet of the
African and African Diasporic experience from the 18th Century to today (much of it
online for the first time)
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Black Writing Collection: The Contents
• Black Short Fiction and Folklore, Black Women Writers, Caribbean Literature;
300K pages of rare, hard to find, often forgotten or overlooked Black writing
• Black Drama, Third Edition; 1,700 plays, published and previously unpublished,
from Africa and the African Diaspora
• 50K works of previously undigitized prose and poetry from the 18th, 19th and
early 20th centuries. Works long overlooked by anthologies
• The Black Writing Collection permits unprecedented access to hundreds of
thousands of unheard Black voices from around the world
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Black Writing Collection: A Case Study
Inclusion of rare and ephemeral voices.
• Thomas MacDermot (1870-1933)
• Journalist, author, poet, editor of the Jamaica Times.
• Founder of the All Jamaica Library imprint of books by
and about the island.
• Posthumously proclaimed Jamaica’s first Poet Laureate
• His novel Becka’s Buckra Baby (1904) considered to mark
the beginning of modern Caribbean writing.
• One posthumous collection of poetry and two novels
• With launch of Black Writing Collection, LION now offers
MacDermot’s complete works in one place for the first
time.
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Introducing World Literature Collection
• The world of Literature mapped in all its diversity and depth – more than 60,000 texts
by authors of over 65 nationalities from Germany to Jamaica and Venezuela to Vietnam
– the non-Anglophone literary canon assembled for the first time online.
• Build upon the 1,000 years of established Anglophone literary tradition with works in
Spanish, French, Dutch and Papiamento (to name a few) including texts in native
languages and in translation.
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World Literature Collection: The Contents
• South and Southeast Asian Literature, Latino Literature, Latin American Women Writers;
200K pages of essential post-colonial writing in English and native languages
• CH German Literature collections; 45,000 works of German literature dating back to
Martin Luther, featuring Goethe’s as well as Bertolt Brecht’s complete works.
• Teatro Espanol del Siglo de Oro, and newly licensed contemporary Spanish poetry,
prose and drama; almost 8,000 of the most important literary works in Spanish and
Portuguese from the 17th century to the present day
• The World Literature Collection allows researchers to thoroughly chart the global literary
map for the first time; appreciating the translation of ideas, traditions and influences
across time and place
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World Literature: A Case Study
Inclusion of rare and non-Anglophone voices
• Bankim Chandra Chatterjee (1838-1894)
• Composer of India’s national song, Vande Mataram which
inspired activists during the Indian Independence Movement
(1857-1947) when set to music by Rabindranath Tagore.
• A key figure in the literary renaissance of Bengal
as well as the broader Indian subcontinent
• With launch of World Literature, LION can now offer
Chatterjee’s national song in translation alongside his first novel Rajmohan’s Wife
(1864); the first novel in English published by an Indian, a host of reference and critical
articles and works of contemporaries such as Tagore.

LION on ProQuest – Unique features

Literature Online on ProQuest
Platform tools
• Brand new Unique pages designed especially for LION:
• Home Page
• Authors Page
• Main Search Results Page
• Variant typography searching for detailed textual analysis of early works
• Linking and interoperability: users can download and export citations to reference
managers, follow outbound OpenURL links and cross search with EEB and other
Literary resources (soon EEBO).
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Home Page / Basic Search
Home page provides improved user
experience & highlights different
content types
• easy and quick access to content
users may have only stumbled upon
in the past
• highlights different types of content
• Highlights the diversity of authors
and works
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Basic Search

highlights different content types
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Author Pages
“one-stop” entry point to get all information
related to an author
• The author is the axis upon which students
look to engage with content
• Authors are better highlighted within the UX
• Pages provide details including:
• Biographies
• Most viewed primary texts
• Most recent criticism
• Most relevant reference works
• Authors from the same literary movement

Word Variants searching

Unique Tools - Variant spelling and variant form searching
• Wherever possible Literature Online features the first authorized edition of any
given literary work and preserves the spelling and punctuation of the copy text.
• The spelling of some words has changed over time
• A modern-spelling search term will not in itself be adequate to retrieve all the
relevant results from historical texts.
• Ex: virtue will not retrieve occurrences of vertue;
sensibility will not match with sensibilitie or sensibillity,
honor will not pick up honour.

Unique Tools - Variant spelling and variant form searching
• Variant Spelling search functionality enabled by the CIC CLI Virtual Modernization
Project
• Will retrieve instances of spelling variation
• Will automatically search for typographical variants
v for u
u for v
j for i or y
I for j or y
y for i or j
w for vv or uu
s for f
• Ex: jealous
• jealous gealous gelous ialouse iealious iealous iealouse ielous jalous jealouse
jealouses jealovs jelous

Unique Tools - Variant spelling and variant form searching
• The Variant form feature lemmatizes the search terms.
• Lemmatization - practice of bundling the different forms of a word under the form
in which the word is likely to appear in a dictionary.
• Ex: loves, loved and loving are forms of the lemma love.
• Lemmatization part of the Virtual Orthographic Standardization project,
allows users to search for the standard lemma love, which would retrieve all variant
forms love, loves, loveth, loving, and loved.
• Ex: Jealous
• Jealous jealoused jealousest jealously
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Advanced Search – Variant Forms
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Advanced Search – Variant Forms
• Keywords appear in context
• Experts can trace word usage
• Non experts don’t miss texts which
are relevant to their research

Unique Results Pages for evaluation
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“Main” Search
Results page
• Shows the results arranged
preliminary by Content Type:
• Criticism
• Primary Texts
• Author Pages
• Reference Works
• Audio and Video (if any)

Click on the View
results button to
display all the
results of that
Content Type
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“Main” Search
Results page
• Filtering options now include
• Content type
• Publication date
• Publication title
• Document type
• Subject
• Relevant side-panel content
direct users to key author pages
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“Texts” Search
Results Page
Filter by
• Publication date
• Publication title
• Author
• Literary
movement
• Literary period
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“Authors Pages”
Results Page
Filter by
• Gender
• Nationality
• Ethnicity
• Literary movement
• Literary period
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Primary Text
Docview
Navigating between
search keywords

Many more
saving formats

Summary
After this session now you can
• Differentiate the various content types based on your research needs
• Discover relevant related resources from the Author record page
• Use the Word Variants feature for language history researches
• Evaluate and refine the search results

Additional Resources & Contact Info
• LibGuide https://proquest.libguides.com/lionpqp
• Brochure https://www.proquest.com/documents/LiteratureOnline-Premium-Brochure.html
• Contact training@proquest.com for any additional training request

Include contact information

