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¡ Leading for the future, 
understand for the present 

Rao, J. 2010. http://innovationatwork.wordpress.com/page/2/, viewed 1/31/2013. 



We are 
living in 
exponential 
times 

Image: http://www.kaosklub.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/exponential-times-information-knowledge.jpg 



Information Landscape 

•  Who is creating the content (any one) 
•  What information looks like (multimedia) 
•  What senses engage information 

(transliteracy) 
•  How we access information (anywhere) 
•  Where it is housed (public/private, 

information institutions and beyond) 
•  Who is accessing information (diverse and 

globalized) 

SCANNING THE FIELD 



Not the information of yesterday   
Big data 

Mashups 

infographic
s 

Smart technology 
Mobile 

computi
ng!

Wearable 

technology 



Source: Cecil County Public Library (Maryland) http://www.cecil.ebranch.info/about-us/support-us/my-library-my-lifeline/  

LIS 
FIELD 

 
•  WHAT 
•  WHO 
•  HOW 
•  WHERE 
•  What 

education 
is 
needed? 

 



Where is LIS education headed? 
 

Which degree? 
What  is  i t  for?  
Who does L&I  
work? 

LIS = MLIS? 
Ph.D.? 

Pathfinder (my eyes and ears): 
ALISE, IFLA SET, COA (i/e), 
Professional engagement 

Milestones (celebration, forecasting) 
o  Salzburg Curriculum in LMS (2011) 
o  Information Professional 2050 (2012) 
o  ASIS&T 75 (2012) 
o  IFLA SET 40 (2014) 
o  ALISE 100 (2015) 
o  UB FBiD 100 (2015) http://bd.ub.edu/liser/  

o  U. Punjab Dept. of Info. Mgt 100 (2015) 
https://centennialcelebrationofdoim.wordpress.com  



Paths taken 
 

¡ iSchools 
¡ Mergers, downsizing (e.g., LSU, 

St. Catherine U., Indiana, FSU, UCLA, 
Western, etc.) 

¡ Undergraduate education 
¡ Online education, MOOCs 
¡ Certificate programs, dual 

degree programs 
¡ Professional development 

(libraries, archives, museum (LAMs), e.g., 
http://coalitiontoadvancelearning.org/)  

Which degree? 
What  is  i t  for?  
Who does L&I  
work? 

LIS = MLIS? 
Ph.D.? 



The main purpose of professional 
education is transformation. As 
such professional education should 
focus not just on skills and 
knowledge acquisition but also on 
helping students to develop ways of 
being the professionals in 
question…skill and knowledge 
alone does not ensure skillful 
professional practice…To be 
successful, professional education 
must engage the whole person, 
what they know, how they act, and 
who they are.  

§  Partridge, H. (2011). Library and information science 
education 2.0: Guiding principles and models of best 
practice ALTC Fellowship Report. Retrieved from 
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/46147/  

Which degree? 
What  is  i t  for?  
Who does L&I  
work? 

LIS = MLIS? 
Ph.D.? 



LIS on the move (examples)  

¡  From content to learning to 
engagement (e.g., Biblion) 

¡  Multipoint access and format 
(e.g., museums, touchpoint 
services-outreach, virtual 
services) 

¡  Space (e.g., NCSU Hunt 
Library, Bookless SAPL) 

¡  Data repositories, e-
scholarship, digital archives 
(e.g., DPLA) 

¡  Consortiums and federations 
¡  Open access, learning, 

governance and movements 

DIGITAL/SOCIAL/CULTURAL/POLITICAL/
ECONOMIC 

SCOPE of LIS Education 

¡ Attitude: ethic of caring, 
democratizing technology, lifelong 
learning, service excellence, ROI 

¡ Skills/Knowledge: 
§  Management (institutional, people, 

project) > planning and designing 
solutions 

§  organization of information and 
assets 

§  creation of content 
§  preservation of cultural heritage 
§  advocacy and promotion (marketing, 

fundraising, outreach) 
§  Information services (e.g., 

instruction, discovery, lifelong 
learning) 

§  interpersonal skills, etc. 



AN LIS SCHOOL IN CONTEXT 

Students                                                   Alumni 

Community: 
Local, National, 

International 

University: vertical 
and horizontal 
relationships 

Professional 
Community 

LIS 
<acad unit, dept., 

program> 

Accreditation: 
professional, 

regional, other 



Core Courses 

Foundations 
Technology 
¡ Information Access 
¡ Information 

Organization 
¡ Collection Development 
¡ Management 

2012 Review of  the core courses ALA -
accredited Master ’s  LIS programs  

¡ 3 (5%) no CC required 
¡ 7 (12%) required 1CC 
¡ 12 (21%) required 2CC 
¡ 24 (41%) required 3CC 
¡ 8 (14%) required 4CC 
¡ 4 (7%) required 5 or 

more core courses.  

WHAT IS OUR CORE KNOWLEDGE? 



Value of degree 
to professional 
preparation and 
career 
oppor tunit ies 
 
-  No s igni f icant  
d i f ferences 
between onl ine 
and t radi t ional  
course del ivery 
modal i t ies in  
terms of  s tudent  
achievement  
(Dut ton et  a l . ,  
2002;  Means,  
Toyama, Murphy,  
Bakia,  & Jones,  
2009) and 
students ’ 
percept ion of  
academic r igor  
(Mortagy & 
Boghik ian-Whi tby,  
2010;  Pastore & 
Carr-Chel lman,  
2009) 
 

•  Opportunities for local connections 
•  Broader perspective: 

http://www.ajc.com/news/business/more-employers-value-
online-degrees/nQJjd/ 

 

MLIS degree: 
 

•  hybrid online/
on-campus at 
San Jose State 

•  on-campus at 
Pratt SILS here 
in New York 

•  online through 
Florida State 

 

 

Institution: 
 

•  Brooklyn 
Public Library 

•  Brooklyn 
Museum 

•  Brooklyn 
Historical 
Society 

 

 

Bottom line: 
 

•  …how and where we 
did our degrees 
matters very little, 
and that what does 
matter is that we 
are enthusiastic 
about the work. 

 

Source: http://micahvandegrift.wordpress.com/2010/12/23/online-mlis/  

Image: http://theproscons.com/pros-cons-of-online-education/ 

ONLINE    
           and/or  
                           F2F? 



LIS	
  Education	
  

Image: http://www.acohen.com/tour/future_libraries.jpg, http://metro.org/files/471/399x391  

	
  

Librarianship	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  skills	
  to	
  be	
  
learned,	
  or	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  degrees	
  to	
  be	
  

mastered.	
  Librarianship	
  is	
  a	
  conversa8on	
  
that	
  has	
  taken	
  place	
  over	
  millennia.	
  It	
  is	
  
a	
  conversa8on	
  that	
  we	
  must	
  all	
  be	
  a	
  part	
  

of	
  or	
  it	
  will	
  die.	
  It	
  will	
  not	
  die	
  from	
  
defunding,	
  Google,	
  and	
  whether	
  we	
  

make	
  the	
  transi8on	
  to	
  RDA.	
  It	
  will	
  die	
  if	
  
librarians	
  forget	
  they	
  have	
  an	
  obliga8on	
  
to	
  constantly	
  reinvent	
  ourselves,	
  imagine	
  
a	
  beAer	
  future,	
  or	
  stay	
  silent	
  un8l	
  asked	
  

our	
  opinions.	
  
 

Beyond the Bullet Points: Rock Stars 
Posted on March 15, 2013 by rdlankes http://quartz.syr.edu/blog/?p=2864  

 

New Librarianship Master Class [MOOC]  
http://ischool.syr.edu/future/grad/newlibopencourse.aspx 



librarians:  
STEWARDSHIP, 

MEDIATING 
INFORMATION  

users: 
MEANING and 
BELONGING 

L  
I 
B
R
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Student Theory, best practices, 
real world 

LIS 
edu 

LIBRARY 
[EDUCATION] 
NOW AND 
THE FUTURE:  

¡ CONNECT 

From 
Transact ional  to  
Transformat ional  



1.  LIS education is not just for libraries and 
librarians (e.g., CHO, information industry, etc.) 

2.  What should be taught (need to identify core 
courses and new content)?   

3.  Competencies vs. skills 
1.  advocacy, project management, soft skills, 

teaching 
4.  How to certify level/quality of professional 

training? ALA-accreditation or beyond? 
5.  Expanding access (affordability, MOOCs and 

online education) 
6.   At what level is a professional education? 

Undergraduate education? 
7.  Where is our academic home? (disciplinary and 

hierarchical) 

RENEWAL IN LIS EDUCATION 



{research, study, practice}  
Image: http://ziliun.com/id/what-we-think/your-success-not-you 



STUDY IN NORTH AMERICA & BEYOND 

Images: mrshenhistory.blogspot.com;  
http://hatleyfive.weebly.com/uploads/8/2/1/4/8214330/1145452.png?362 



http://www.ala.org/accreditedprograms/directory 



http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools/
top-library-information-science-programs  



www.alise.org 



http://ischools.org/members/directory/ 



http://www.cilip.org.uk/cilip/jobs-careers/starting-library-and-
information-career/how-become-librarian-or-information 



http://www.bailer.org.uk/ 



http://www.cisap.asia 



https://www.alia.org.au/employment-and-careers/accredited-courses 



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

http://iu5slc.wikispaces.com/file/view/Center_for_Professional_Development.jpg/265558546/Center_for_Professional_Development.jpg 



http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/massive-open-online-
courses-transform-higher-education-and-science/ 



http://chronicle.com/article/What-You-Need-to-Know-About/133475/ 



http://www.educause.edu/library/massive-open-online-course-mooc 



q  Coursera.org 
q  edX.org 
q  Udacity.com 
q  See also: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Massive_open_online_course  

MOOC Providers 



https://www.class-central.com 



http://ischool.sjsu.edu/programs/moocs 



http://infospace.ischool.syr.edu/2013/04/12/lessons-from-the-mooc/ 



http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/article/moocs 



http://lcp.douglashasty.com 



http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/datebook/datebook 



http://euclid-lis.eu/events/bobcatsss/ 



http://www.library20.com/2014 



http://www.libraryconference.com 



http://www.lis.illinois.edu/academics/
degrees/phd/requirements/field-exam 



http://www.libdex.com/journals.html 



http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/libsci/fulltext.html 



www.doaj.org 
 



Gracias	
  ::	
  Thank	
  you	
  

Image: http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/question-mark.jpg 


